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God’s vast universe functions in cycles.  
God’s Church functions in seasons.  
There is a time for everything and every-
thing in its own time.  Now is our 
church’s season for stewardship.  It is the 
season to prayerfully consider what God 
is asking us to do with our time and tal-
ents in order to support his church.  The 
mid-point of this season is Consecration 
Sunday, which is on October 24th,  when 
we offer our estimates of financial giving.  
The conclusion of the season is the de-
velopment of our financial operating plan 
for 2011 where our tithes and offerings 
are balanced out against the needs and 
wants of our church. 

May you have a generous and 

joyous stewardship season! Daily Bread  

 

Everyday we ask for blessings including 
―Give us this day our daily bread‖ and our 
Glorious and Loving God provides us with 
more bread than we need.  Do you won-
der why or do you just accept it as yours? 

Jesus asked Peter (read you and me) Do 
you love me?....Feed my sheep! (John 
21:17) 

Our Church provides for our needs and 
sustains us.  It does the same for many 
others.  Return a percentage of your daily 

bread so that it can help to feed 
his sheep and care for his lambs.  Generous with our excess   

  

Generous as we Christians may be, the 
truth is that we give only out of what we 
believe is our excess.  Ask God to help 
you redefine the amount of the real ex-
cess that he has provided to you.  Re-
member, He will take care of your rainy 
days for you.  For more information 
about stewardship, please see the 
article inside. 
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From the  
     Minister of Congregational Care, 

Mike Meloy 
  

 There are some wonderful resources available to us as we age.  A while back I came 
across one that offers some significant encouragement.  It is entitled Living with Pur-
pose in a Worn-Out Body.  Spiritual Encouragement for Older Adults by Missy Bu-
chanan (this book is available at the church library).  I particularly like What Purpose, 
God? 

 

 I confess there are days when pain suffocates my passion for living. 

  There are dark nights when fear chokes out hope. 

 Sometimes I wonder why you have left me on this earth. 

  I have outlived so many family and friends.  Why do I linger? 

  What purpose could you have for me now? 

  Look at my hands.  Once strong and sure, they are unsteady and frail. 

  My mind, once quick and incisive, now falters under the weight of names 

   and faces. 

  What real purpose do I serve knitting away the hours, surfing the channels, 

   dozing through the afternoon? 

  Then your Spirit stirs my heart and convicts my soul. 

  You are not a wasteful God! 

  The length of my earthly days is a mystery to me, but one thing I know 

   for sure.  You have created me with an eternal purpose. 

  How can I be more like Christ today? 

  Whose life can I touch with kindness? 

  Lord, give an extra measure of grace when I feel that I’m too old to be useful. 

  Help me take my limitations in stride as I search for opportunities to serve you. 

  My purpose has not withered away with another birthday. 

 It is rooted in eternity. 



Thoughts from Allie 

 

The first Sunday in October is World Communion Sunday.  This is one of my favorite Sundays of the year.  
It’s one of my favorites because I love communion and the way it brings us together, different and diverse 
children of God, as one body of Christ.  On World Communion Sunday we have a chance to really think about 
how far that extends.  We may not know our brothers and sisters across the world, but we are reminded that 
in a real sense, it is the same table we come to and the same loaf and cup of which we partake. 

 

This year we will recognize Hunger Sunday at the same time.  This, I hope, can be a powerful reminder that 
sharing communion together involves both joyful celebration and a call to repentance and action.  If we think 
of ourselves as eating at the same table with God’s children all over the world, the need to share our food 
with them takes on a special urgency.  This first Sunday in October, we’ll have the chance between services 
to write letters to policymakers voicing our support for legislation to relieve hunger at home and around the 
world. 
 

Across the world, our brothers and sisters in Pakistan are still (and will long be) suffering from the effects of 
this summer’s monsoon flooding.  These floods destroyed livestock, grain, and millions of acres of crop land.  
Not only were current crops lost, but farmers may also be unable to sow seed in time for next year’s har-
vests.  Of course, hunger is only one of many deadly effects of the flooding.  You can contribute to the work 

of UMCOR and its partners in providing meals and long term recov-
ery aid by giving to UMCOR Advance #982450 or online at 
www.umcor.org. 
 

However you choose to share your bread with others at our world-

wide table, may our lives echo the Great Thanksgiving prayer to ―be 

for the world the Body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.‖ 

Stephen Ministry 
 

Nancy Hess was one of the 446 participants who attended the Stephen Series Leadership Training from Au-
gust 1 to 8 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  The participants came from across the United States to attend the 
training course hosted by the St. Louis based Stephen Ministries organization. 
 

In 1975, Dr. Kenneth C. Haugk, a pastor and clinical psychologist, trained parishioners in his church to help 
meet the needs for care in his congregation.  The ministry program was so successful that since then the 
Stephen Ministry organization has trained more than 55,000 pastors and church 
leaders to become Stephen leaders, including our senior pastor, Dr. William 
Jones.  Four other members from our congregation, Gwen Hinton, Sue Evans, 
Dawn Gates, and Julie Stanton, have previously received the training.  Twenty 
members of our congregation are now serving as Stephen Ministers and Rever-
end Mike Meloy is their adviser.    
 

Stephen Leaders have trained 500,000 church members from all over the world 
in 150  different denominations to become Stephen Ministers.  It is estimated 
that more than one million people who have some kind of crisis—death of a 
loved one, a terminal illness, loss of a job, divorce, or some other life crisis—have 
been touched by the formal care of a Stephen Minister.  Stephen Ministers are 
dedicated in a single mission to bring Christ’s healing love to hurting individuals. 
 

For more information about Stephen Ministry or to refer someone for help, contact one of the pastors. 

http://www.umcor.org


Daylight Saving Time  

Ends Sunday  

Nov. 7 At 2 a.m. 

Winter Coat Collection 
 The Williamsburg-James City County Head Start program has approximately 

150 children enrolled from low income families in our community. This fall we will be 
providing winter coats for children in sizes 3-7, both new and gently used coats are 
welcome. These coats are greatly appreciated by the parents and teachers of Head 

Start students. Thank you in advance for your participation in our ninth year of providing warm coats for 
these young preschoolers. The coats may be placed in the marked bin in the foyer closet through October. 

Youth Ministry in October! 
 

The Youth Ministry Calendar in October is a full one, both in the building and away from it!  In addition to 
regular Sunday School, Youth Group and Wide Open Wednesday activities, here are some highlights... 

 
The Annual Church Barbecue Supper will be hosted by the Youth Ministry on Sunday, 
October 17.  Featuring a classic menu including homemade pulled pork, baked beans, 
coleslaw and sweet-tea, the BBQ Supper will also include a slideshow and personal testi-
monies about the 2010 High School Mission Trips to Winchester, VA, Memphis, TN and 
Limon, Honduras.  Tickets will go on sale in the Atrium on October 3. 

 
Sponsor a CROP Walk(er)!  Representatives from the Youth Ministry Area will participate in the Peninsula 
CROP Walk on Sunday, October 24.  Part of Church World Service, the CROP Walk raises money and aware-
ness to combat global and local hunger issues.  If you’d like to register for the Walk, contact Rev. Query.   
 

High School Football in October highlights some great matchups including Jamestown 
vs. Warhill (Oct 8 at WJCC Stadium), Bruton’s Homecoming vs. Jamestown (Oct 15 at 
Bruton) and Jamestown’s Homecoming vs. York (Oct 22 at WJCC Stadium).  All games 
start at 7pm and feature players and/or band members from WUMC’s Youth Ministry!  
Come out and show your support! 
 

All of this and more is on the schedule for October!  Stay in the loop by subscribing to the WUMC Youth E-
Newsletter (email tquery@williamsburgumc.org), checking the online Youth Calendar (under ―College and 
Youth‖ at www.WilliamsburgUMC.org), or visiting our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/WUMCYouth) and 
clicking ―Like.‖   

mailto:tquery@williamsburgumc.org
http://www.WilliamsburgUMC.org
http://www.facebook.com/WUMCYouth


WILLIAMSBURG UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Music Ministries 
2010—2011 

 

Do you sing or play an instrument? Would you or your children like to sing or play with a group? Join us each week as we 
bring people of all ages together to prepare music for worship. We have vocal choirs, bell choirs, instrumental ensembles 
and an orchestra. For more information contact Richard Sowers at 229.1771, X 107 or Cindy Freeman at 229.1771, X 108 or 
Tom Marshall at 713.0584. 

Children’s Choirs 
 

Carol Choir, Cindy Freeman, director           
For children in grades K, 1, 2. CC rehearses every Thursday from 
5:15 PM to 6:15 PM in the choir rehearsal room 114.  
 

Wesley Choir, Cindy Freeman, director           
For children in grades 3, 4, 5. WC rehearses every Thursday from 
6:15 PM to 7:15 PM in the choir rehearsal room 114. 
 

Joyful Noise Ringers, Toni Herrin, director           
For children in grades 3, 4, 5. JNR rehearses every Thursday from 
5:15 PM to 6:15 PM in the bell rehearsal room 173. 
 

Youth Choirs 
 

Canticles of Praise, Cindy Freeman, director        
For youth in grades 6-12. COP rehearses every Sunday from 4:15 
PM to 5:30 PM in the choir rehearsal room 114. 
 

Bells of Praise, Tom Marshall, director           
For youth in grades 6-12. BOP rehearses every Sunday from 3:30 
PM to 4:15 PM in the bell rehearsal room 173. 
 

College Choirs 
 

Williamsburg Bach Choir, Richard Sowers, director 
For advanced college and adult choral singers. Membership by 
audition only. Rehearses approx. monthly.           
 

Williamsburg Ringers, Tom Marshall, director 
For advanced college ringers primarily. WR provides music in 
worship 3-4 times per year. Rehearses every Tuesday from 5:30 
PM to 7:00 PM in the bell room 173.    
 

Adult Choirs 
 

Sanctuary Choir, Richard Sowers, director             
For adults 18 years and over. SC provides music for worship at 
the 8:15 AM service on Sundays. Rehearses every Thursday from 
7:15 PM to 9:15 PM in the sanctuary. 
 

Chancel Choir, Richard Sowers, director                
For adults 18 years and over. ChC Provides music for worship at 
the 11:00 AM service on Sunday. Rehearses every Thursday from 
7:15 PM to 9:15 PM in the sanctuary. 
 

Williamsburg Bach Choir, Richard Sowers, director 
For advanced college and adult choral singers. Membership by 
audition only.  Rehearses approx. monthly.          

 

Sine Nomine Ringers, Richard Sowers, director     
For novice to intermediate adult ringers. SNR provides music in 
worship 2-3 times per year. Rehearses every Tuesday from 11:00 
AM to 12 noon in the bell room 173.     
         

Covenant Ringers, Tom Marshall, director              
For intermediate to advanced adult ringers. CR provides music in 
worship 3-4 times per year. Rehearses every Tuesday from 7:30 
PM to 9:00 PM in the bell rehearsal room 173. 
 

Chamber Groups 
 

Church Orchestra, Richard Sowers, director          
For youth, college students and adults who play string, brass, 
woodwind or percussion instruments. CO plays in worship 3-4 
times per year. Rehearses selected Mondays from 5:15 PM to 
6:00 PM in the choir rehearsal room 114. 
 

Recorder Consort, Richard Sowers, director           
For youth, college students and adults who play soprano, alto, 
tenor or bass recorder. RC rehearses selected Mondays from 5:15 
PM to 6:00 PM in the choir rehearsal room 114. Intermediate to 
advanced skills necessary. 
 

Handel’s Messiah         Concert: Dec. 4, 2010 
 

For advanced college and adult singers from throughout the com-
munity who have sung the Christmas portion of Handel’s Mes-
siah. Presented on the first Saturday in December. Interested 
singers must attend mass rehearsals on Sunday, Nov. 14, 21, 28 
from 7 PM to 9 PM plus one orchestra rehearsal on Thursday, 
Dec. 2 in the WUMC sanctuary.  
 

Music & Arts Camp      July 11-15, 2011 
 

For the past 18 years we have been involved with a very popular 
summer camp for children in grades 1 thru grade 7. This week-
long ecumenical gathering includes children from as many as 20 
surrounding churches. It is the only such music and arts camp in 
the region. 
 

The nearly 20 arts and crafts classes offer drama, chimes, knit-
ting, painting, woodworking, photography, recorders, needle-
work, handbells, band, etc., plus a mass choir which presents a 
special worship program of music, scripture and song. Excep-
tional faculty! Exceptional fun!  
 

           Registration in June 2011           



United Methodist Men 
 

Breakfast on Saturday? 
 

The next breakfast for United Methodist Men is scheduled for Saturday, October 9 at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall. Chef Olsson will once again work his magic. 
 

Please take a few minutes and complete the survey that was recently mailed to you. We plan to schedule 
other events for UMM that may be of greater interest to you. We hope to have as many men as possible par-
ticipate in one or more events. 
 

UMM recently sent a total of $4,500 to six theological school students at Wesley Theological Seminary and 
Duke Divinity School. We have also been supporting a theological student in India. We have raised $1000 of 
the $2000 we hope to send to India in the near future, so we ask your support. Please contribute what you 
can. 
 

Our next spaghetti supper is on October 22. More to come on this fundraiser. 
 

We express our thanks to Frank Stevenson for leading UMM for 5 years. Frank 
will be a tough act to follow! 
 

Bob Spencer, President 

Our monthly 50’s Plus luncheon group will meet on Wednesday, October 13 at 
12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall.  The 50 Plus group is open to any one age 
50 plus, and we enthusiastically welcome all new members!   We only ask that 
you bring a small donation for the chicken (provided) and a side dish or dessert 
to share with the group.  We look forward to seeing you for this special time of 
fun, food and fellowship! 

50’s Plus Luncheon50’s Plus Luncheon 

WHAT'S GOING ON IN PAKISTAN?   

Dr. Peter H. Armacost, President of Forman Christian College (under the auspices of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA) Lahore, Pakistan, will be the speaker at a public gathering in 
the Sanctuary of the Williamsburg United Methodist Church on Saturday, October 9, 
2010, at 9:00 a.m.  Having served as President of Forman College for the past eight 
years, Dr. Armacost will share his insights from his experiences as a resident in the 
country of Pakistan.  He will talk about the political, social, economic changes along with 
news of the recent floods that have occurred and are occurring in Pakistan these day. 



United Methodist Women 

Our event this year will  
feature many very fine & 

“dear to the heart” 
collections from our  

membership!!!  

Join us and be ready for a fun time of fellowship, camaraderie, and of course, food! 
For additional information, please call Barbara Stanley at 258-1331. 

All women are welcome!!  

What to do…… 
 Bring your own tea cup and find out: 
  Who collects cow pitchers? 
   Who collects miniature shoes? 
  Who collects squirrels, rabbits, thimbles? 
 Beyond imagination! 

Date:  Sunday, October 17, 2010 
 Time:  2:00 p.m. 
  Place:  Fellowship Hall 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family of Brian Koller (son-in-law 
of Dan & Martha Bjick), who died Sept. 13 in Morris Plains, NJ.  

UMW Banquet 
 

Please stop by the Crossroads table to make your reservation for the annual UMW 
Banquet to be held on Friday, Nov. 12, at 6 p.m.  Officers and Mission Coordinators 
for the coming year will be installed.  We will have a delicious dinner, and you won’t 
want to miss our entertainment!  Rebecca Evans will sing for us, accompanied by 
Cathy Combs on piano. 

SHAWL MINISTRY will meet on Oct. 18th, in 

Room 171, at 2:00 PM.  We look forward to our 
―knitting socials‖ and welcome any who'd like to join 

us.  Sincere thanks to those who have 
kindly knitted at home and delivered 
shawls to the church.  You, and they, 

are very much appreciated.  For further 
info., please call Nancy Brown, 564-3047. 



Organ Progress Report 
 
  It is our pledge to keep you advised as to the progress, particularly since little will be apparent until 
after the first of the year.  The Organ campaign committee will continue to monitor the flow of funds. At 
present we have sufficient funds to make contract payments and most modifications throughout this 
year. We will continue to keep you advised of our status. 
 

  The organ installation committee has been busy trying to solidify the anticipated costs to accommodate 
the new organ. We are receiving bids for 
the work that needs to be done. The ex-
tent of some of the work will be decided 
as installation begins. Our task has been 
to minimize that impact on costs so it 
can be covered regardless of the extent. 
With approval of Church Council, the 
contract with Peragallo Organ will be 
signed.  

 

  This is an exciting time as we work to 
make this happen. In the process we 
realize a strong obligation to be diligent 
with your trust. 
 

  We remain always in prayer that this 
task serves to glorify our Lord. 

      Mission to Israel & Palestine 

A Fact Finding Mission to Israel and Palestine is being offered 
February 23-March 4, 2011 will be led by Dr. David Hindman in 
cooperation with the Society for Biblical Studies.  The trip is a 
mission to explore the role of the church in the Middle East, ex-
amine the current dynamics in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and 
experience the rich cultures of the region, as well as an opportu-
nity to meet and engage with a wide range of groups and indi-
viduals across the religious, ethnic and political spectrum.  An 
additional four day extension is available to plant olive trees 
through Tent of Nations, with participants returning to the states 

March 8.  Cost for the 10 day trip is $2863.00 from New York’s JFK Airport; the extension costs an additional 
$460.00.  For more information, including links to the full itinerary for this unique trip and registration, go to 
http://sbsedu.org/L3_missions_SBSfactfinding23.2.11.html  
   

Dr. Hindman, former campus minister at the Wesley Foundation at The College of William and Mary and cur-
rently serving as lead pastor at Duncan Memorial UMC in Ashland, has traveled three times to Israel-
Palestine, most recently in 2009, and was one of the faculty for the School of Christian Mission study of Israel
-Palestine in 2007 and 2008. 

http://sbsedu.org/L3_missions_SBSfactfinding23.2.11.html


I would like to acknowledge and thank all the 
wonderful people from UMC who did so much 
for me and my family last winter when I lost 
both of my Parents, Dan and Dorcas 
Bartley.  Your support through your loving 
words and deeds was so comforting.  I know 
now why my parents loved Williamsburg and 
UMC so much.  You all were their family and I 
could feel your love for them, 
through your care and support 
for me and my family.   
 

Thank you & God Bless you all.  

  Jane Bredrup  

STEWARDSHIP MOMENTS 
 

In the United Methodist Church, membership includes a promise to support 
our church  ―with prayer, presence, gifts, participation and witness.‖ Fall 
seems to be the time when we celebrate the ―gifts‖ with our Stewardship 
Drive. During this period we are asked to evaluate our intentions to sup-
port our church financially during the ensuing year and then to share on 
Consecration Sunday these intentions so that next year’s financial plan may 
be established. This year Consecration Sunday will be on October 24th. 
 

It’s easy to rely on tradition by reminding each other that the standard for 
giving is a tithe: it is and that is a clear goal. Our invitation, however, focuses on the sense of community and 
sharing which comes with the very act of giving, and asks us all to prayerfully review and reflect on the over-
all work of our church and to take ―Another Step Up‖ in our giving – another step in either percentage of in-
come or in absolute amount. This is a clear goal for each of us, and taken together will enable our church to 
multiply and leverage our worship, congregational care and local and global outreach. 
 

One of our church members compiled a list of the various programs and opportunities (administrative and 
outreach) which Williamsburg UMC sponsors or facilitates through its planned programs, the individual efforts 
of various members, or the use of its facilities. A revised copy will be available in the Atrium for those inter-
ested – but please help us update that list by letting the church office know of additions or corrections. Are 
you as surprised by the number, depth and breadth of what we as a church do? There really is a sense of 
God working here and in our congregation. 
 

There is a community spirit and effort – and that’s why the Stewardship Committee in-
vites everyone to take ―Another Step Up‖ on Consecration Sunday. 
 

The Stewardship Committee 



Advent Study 
Plans are underway for a church wide Advent study entitled, ―Christmas Gifts 
that Won’t Break‖ by James Moore.  People will learn about the unbreakable 
gifts God offers through the birth of Jesus, gifts that give us more abundant 
life.  This is a 4-week study for adults, youth and children that would begin 
with the first Sunday of Advent, November 28.  Please contact Cindy Banek, 
229-1771, if your class is interested in participating. 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
What is happening in the fourth and fifth grade class (Room 301) lead by Mr. and Mrs. 
Potts and Mr. Bevan? 

 

“Route 52” – New This Year! 
“Route 52” is an exciting new Bible study just for you!  You will journey through the 

Bible from Genesis to Revelation – and learn how to use your Bible more effectively.  
You will enjoy age-appropriate hands-on activities that will investigate God’s word and 
how it applies to us!  Super special art projects will also be part of your time together.  
Can this be Sunday School?  YES, it is! 

Sunday School News… 

Extreme Education Wing Makeover – Update! 
Many people have been hard at work repainting and improving the 
Education Wing.  I am happy to report that the first floor has been 
repainted (walls, baseboard, trim and doors) just in time for Promo-
tion Sunday and the beginning of ECMS classes. The stairwell (back 
parking lot) is nearly repainted with just some trim work left to be 
done. We would like to thank the many volunteers who gave up 
their Saturday mornings to paint:  Diane, BJ and Grady Joyner, 
Marilyn Casey, Judy Johnson, Ginger Barr, Kristy Hill, Tony DiToto, 
Cindy and Carl Freeman, Andrew Ray, Tamara  Carver, the Mother’s 
Day Out teachers, and Cindy and Ed Banek. We also thank Denise 
Hinders for providing delicious snacks for us.   If you felt left out of 
the fun, there is still more work to be done as we work on the third 

floor!   We will be scheduling at least one workday per month until repainting is completed.  The next sched-
uled work days are  Saturday, October 9 and Saturday, November 6  both days  from 9:00 am to 
12:00 noon.  Remember, we still have that paint brush with your name on it and plenty of paint to accom-
plish the job! Please call (229-1771) or email (cbanek@williamsburgumc.org) to volunteer your services – no 
painting experience necessary.  Coffee and snacks provided to keep up our energy! 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org


Encounter Jesus:  What’s in the Bible about Jesus? 
This study will help you explore who Jesus is, what he said and did 
when he walked the earth and how      Christians can relate to God 
and to one another.  This is a 5-week study beginning Tuesday, 
October 12 from 6:00 — 7:15 p.m.  Facilitated by Cindy Banek. 

 

Explore the Sacred Scriptures:  Disciple II:  Into the 

Word, Into the World 
Move deeper into the word with this study of Genesis, Exodus, 
Luke, and Acts. Study themes of pride, hospitality, patience, and 
humility as we consider how we are called into ministry in the 
world around us.  This is a 32-week study, Mondays, 6:30 – 8:30 
p.m. from October 4 to June 13.    Workbook cost:  $35.00.  Facili-
tated by Cindy Banek.    
 

Pre-registration is required for these studies.  Please call the 

church office (229-1771) to enroll. 

Sign-Up for Bible Study 
There is still time to register for one (or both) of our new Bible studies for the fall: 

Special Joint Sunday School Class 
On Sunday, October 31, all Sunday School classes are invited to the Fellow-
ship Hall from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. to hear the Rev. Kathleen Matsushima speak 
about, "What's Happening in Israel/Palestine Today."  This will be a follow-up 
to the series that she helped David Hindman lead last fall.  Kathy is a national 
leader in the work of the Presbyterian Church USA on issues of peace and jus-
tice in the Middle East. She will be talking about ways that we can personally 
make a difference in the lives of Palestinians and Israelis right now.  How can 
we help from here in Williamsburg?  What is the Seraj Library Project? How 
should we support Archbishop Chacour and his schools?   Please join us for a 
lively discussion as Kathy reports on her latest visit to Bethlehem and Ibillin 
and on recent interfaith peacemaking efforts. 

For information about any Bible study or Sunday School, contact Cindy Banek, 229-1771. 
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 Beginning with the November issue of The Messenger, we 
will be posting the newsletter on our website
(www.williamsburgumc.org)  before the end of the previous month 
so you receive your church news and information in a more timely 
manner.  As The Messenger is available on our website, we will no 
longer be emailing it to individual households.  If you are not able to 
receive the newsletter easily by viewing our website, please notify 
the church office with a request for a paper copy.  This means of 
communication is our attempt to be more efficient with the use of 
office staff and supplies.  However, we want to be sensitive to all 
who want to receive the information included in the newslet-
ter.  Thank you for helping us go greener and more efficient! 

EXTRA! !EXTRA! ! 

Read All About It! The 

Messenger Goes Greener 
and More Efficient! 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org

